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MINING AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 20 October 2021. 
MS A.E. KENT (Kalgoorlie) [11.20 am]: I rise today to talk to the Mining Amendment Bill 2021. In my electorate 
of Kalgoorlie, mining is the mainstay of the economy. This bill will amend the Mining Act 1978 to consolidate 
and clarify the conditions and approvals required to undertake activities on mining tenements. It is an important 
piece of legislation and today I am proud to tell members the story of mining in the goldfields. 
As the house would know, the 1893 gold rush resulted in the discovery of the Golden Mile, one of the richest gold 
deposits in the world. Just a decade later, the twin towns of Kalgoorlie and Boulder would be home to the fabled 
Golden Mile, reputedly the richest square mile on earth and one of the greatest concentrations of underground 
mines ever established. 
Today, Kalgoorlie–Boulder is not only a thriving region with some 30 000 residents, but also a living heritage 
area. The new and the old sit in harmony side by side, acknowledging a rich past and looking to fresh horizons. 
This wonderful history continues. The future of the mining industry is secure, well beyond my lifetime, I am sure, 
and, of course, my electorate of Kalgoorlie knows how valuable this is. 
I am thrilled to be part of the McGowan state Labor government, which is doing its part in securing the future of 
the economy. The upgrade of the Kalgoorlie TAFE is part of the biggest TAFE infrastructure investment in the 
state’s history. Work is well underway on the $7 million workshop, which will expand training for plant mechanic 
and engineering trades, which, of course, support the workforce needs of the goldfields resources industry. Existing 
workshops at the Kalgoorlie campus will undergo a $1 million refurbishment, with a further $2 million worth of 
industry-standard training equipment set to be installed. The combined $10 million capital works project will see 
approximately 400 apprentices trained at the campus each year in high-demand engineering, fabrication, electronic, 
electrical and automotive programs. 
Then there is the drill core library. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum opened the multimillion dollar expansion 
of the Joe Lord Core Library in Kalgoorlie–Boulder last year. The McGowan government announced $7 million to 
support the library’s expansion as part of the goldfields–Esperance recovery plan. This has resulted in a 2 100–square 
metre extension that has tripled the storage capacity of the world-class core sample library. The improved facility 
provides geoscientists, explorers and mining companies greater access to view and analyse drill cores. As the minister 
said at the opening — 

“The extension includes an additional 6,720 pallet storage bays and more roller tables to view the huge 
core sample collection, which is over 3 000 metres. 

He continued — 
“The core library supports the very popular exploration incentive scheme, which has just recently offered 
$6.35 million grants to 51 exploration projects. 
“This is further proof of the McGowan government’s support of the exploration industry and regional 
communities.” 

The completed expansion of the drill core library is welcome news for the local community and mining industry, 
as it could save millions of dollars in research. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Hear, hear! 

Ms A.E. KENT: Thank you, minister. 

Let us look at the current state of play in the goldfields region. There is so much activity going on, but I would just 
like to give the house a snapshot. Northern Star Resources Ltd is currently preparing for a growth project at its 
KCGM operations, called Fimiston South, which will commence in 2023 at the southern end of the open pit 
known as the Super Pit. Everyone knows the Super Pit, of course. This $600 million project will represent the single 
largest cutback at the pit in more than a decade. As people in the goldfields know, at nearly 3.5 kilometres long, 
1.5 kilometres wide and 600 metres deep, the Super Pit is currently so big that it is visible from space. 

Fimiston South will extend KCGM operations to at least 2034, providing ongoing benefits to the Kalgoorlie–Boulder 
community and sustaining hundreds of jobs. This expansion is likely to create about 700 jobs and a long-term 
continuation of the Super Pit, which is terrific for Kalgoorlie. Almost half, 46 per cent, of Northern Star’s total 
workforce—that is 1 550 people—reside in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, representing 91 per cent of all employees across 
Kalgoorlie’s production centre. The economic value that Northern Star returns to society has seen year-on-year 
growth and totalled $3.2 billion for the 2021 calendar year—a 57 per cent increase from 2020. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 May 2022] 

 p2232b-2240a 
Ms Alison Kent; Ms Jodie Hanns; Mr David Scaife 

 [2] 

Another couple of important statistics are that $564 million is spent through procurement locally in Kalgoorlie, 
Coolgardie and Kambalda. Seventy-six per cent of the total procurement spend is within Western Australia and 
23 per cent of Northern Star’s workforce are women, which is higher than the mining industry average of 
19.7 per cent. Northern Star is committed to spending $20 million per annum with Indigenous businesses—this is 
a really good sign—by the end of 2024. 

I turn now to Lynas Rare Earths. Of course, mining has expanded to valuable rare earths, with a ministerial statement 
issued on 1 February 2022 about Lynas and the Kalgoorlie processing facility and the Environmental Protection 
Act 1986. Rare earths are used in the manufacture of the many things that we use every day, from smart phones, 
electrical appliances and green technology such as hybrid and electric vehicles and wind turbines—it is important 
that the latest electric vehicle charging stations have reached all the way to Eucla. The project will process rare 
earth concentrate sources from the Lynas Mt Weld mine, about 308 kilometres north east of Kalgoorlie, to produce 
rare earth carbonate for export. This $500 million project is expected to create approximately 290 positions during 
construction and 128 new jobs as a result of this investment. 

I will now travel further afield in the goldfields and go to Norseman. History has it that a prospector’s horse is credited 
with the discovery of gold at Norseman. In August 1894, Lawrence Sinclair, astride his horse Hardy Norseman, was 
returning to Esperance from Coolgardie when he heard that his brother George and another prospector Jack Alsop were 
looking for gold in a sandy gully. Laurie met with the pair and decided to try his luck on a nearby ridge where he tethered 
his horse, Norseman, for the night. The next morning, he spotted a gold nugget where the animal had disturbed the 
ground and Norseman was created. By January 1895, more than 200 miners were working on the goldfield. The town 
of Norseman was proclaimed in January 1896 and in the next few years, a post office, bank, doctor’s surgery, courthouse, 
school, hospital, stores, three hotels and churches were established, and, in 1899, Cobb & Co began a mail run. Norseman 
became the centre of Western Australia’s second richest goldmine and the Norseman goldmine, despite some periods 
of care and maintenance, is renowned as Australia’s longest continuously operating goldmine. However, by 1920, most 
of the mines had closed and the population of Norseman had dwindled to about 300. 

Let us fast-forward to the last couple of years. Pantoro Ltd recently announced the acquisition of the Norseman 
gold project. The current mineral resource is 4.2 million ounces of gold, with an ore reserve of 602 000 ounces. 
Pre-construction works are well underway, with the first production planned for this year. It will be very soon, 
actually. With little systematic exploration undertaken since the late 1990s, Pantoro says that the extensive existing 
infrastructure on site makes production from the historic project a reality. 

I move now to Mincor Resources—to Kambalda and nickel. I told members there was a lot going on! We have 
gold, nickel and rare earths. Mincor Resources delivered its first nickel ore to BHP’s Kambalda concentrator as 
part of a restart of its operations. The delivery by trucking contractor MLG Oz represents the first time that ore has 
been trucked from a Mincor mine since the company’s operations were placed in care and maintenance over six years 
ago. The exciting part is Cassini, a greenfields discovery and a flagship mine, and a brand new nickel discovery—the 
first one in 10 years. Mincor has said that it will continue delivering ore to build a stockpile ahead of recommissioning 
the concentrator this quarter. Managing director David Southam described the first delivery of ore as a fantastic 
achievement, as the company closed in on the first nickel concentrate production. He said that with the current 
nickel price substantially above the assumed price used in Mincor’s definitive feasibility study, he was incredibly 
excited to be on the cusp of production once again in Kambalda and, importantly, creating almost 200 jobs. Nickel, 
of course, has enjoyed a resurgence on the back of its growing profile as a key electric vehicle battery ingredient. 
With Mincor entering into an offtake deal with BHP’s Nickel West to process and refine its ore, there are exciting 
times ahead for both Mincor and Kambalda. 
We travel now to the northern goldfields, and the next history lesson is from Leonora. In 1894, gold was discovered 
in the area by a prospector named Morrisey. In the following three years, a number of rich finds resulted in rapid 
development of the area. By 1897, a residential and business area had been established and the town was gazetted 
as Leonora in 1898. 

Moving to an interesting location two kilometres from Leonora, we find a town site called Gwalia. As luck would 
have it, Gwalia is the ancient Welsh name for Wales, so there is a huge connection there for me. The town of Gwalia 
was basically a mining town and most of the residents were employed either in the mine or associated industries 
connected to it. When the Sons of Gwalia mine closed in 1963, the town quickly became deserted. The little temporary 
miners’ houses, shops, boarding houses and other important buildings were left empty and exposed to the elements. 
These included the Gwalia state school, the State Hotel, the mine manager’s and superintendent’s houses and the 
mine office and assay buildings. 

Slowly, as the years went by, people began to realise that the town was disappearing with the impact of the harsh 
elements of the goldfields outback. A community museum was formed by a group of residents from Leonora–Gwalia. 
The museum in the mine manager’s office was opened in 1972 and the Sons of Gwalia mine itself was reopened 
in 1981. The site was mined via open pit mining. The open pit mine is right alongside the museum. This provided 
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additional interest for tourists who then could watch the mine in operation from the safety of a tower overlooking 
the pit. 

In 1987, the old Oregon headframe and steam winding engine were relocated to the museum precinct. These 
two exhibits were very important to save. The headframe made of Oregon pine was designed by Herbert Hoover, 
who later to become the thirty-first American President, and the engine is the largest steam winding engine in 
Australia. These are two very important pieces of history for the museum. They both now stand very majestically 
overlooking the new mining operations. 

In 1996, the area celebrated its centenary and part of a gift to the town was a project that restored many of the old 
miners’ huts. As they had been left neglected for some 30 years, suffering cyclones, winds, rain and extreme heat, 
they were, to say the least, in very poor condition. Some did not have lining, roofs or floors. These camps were 
originally built as shelters by the miners using leftover filter cloth, old explosives boxes and tin from the mine. The 
miners were mainly Italian, looking for shelter and something substantial to put over their tents. The community 
of Leonora–Gwalia has worked very hard to restore these camps using similar implements and materials to those 
that were used nearly 100 years ago. The buildings are open for tourists to wander around, and all that is asked is that 
nothing be touched or taken and that children are under supervision. If members have not visited this site, please 
go to Gwalia. It is incredible and you will not regret it! 

And, so, to Leonora today. A goldmine that has changed hands three times in 17 years is set to get a new lease of 
life. Red 5 is spending $226 million to ramp up work at the King of the Hills goldmine. The mine is on track to 
pour its first gold bar in mid-2022 and has an estimated life of 16 years. Red 5 managing director Mark Williams 
declared to media and analysts on a site tour that “our children will be mining this project.” The reason for his 
confidence is deep drilling, which has defined new gold reserves over areas equivalent to three or four football 
fields. Over its projected life, the mine is forecast to produce 2.4 million ounces of gold and generate $1.54 billion 
in post-tax cash flow.  

As the minister said at the time, King of the Hills has the potential to transform the northern goldfields because 
there will be a solid anchor mine that will attract other projects and unlock even more opportunities. It is good to 
think that the mining industry will still be providing high-skilled, high-wage jobs for another generation. 

I now want to relay to the house other important factors in the mining industry—the personal stories. A news article 
last year talked about a city girl who revealed how she went from living pay cheque to pay cheque in the city to 
earning a six-figure salary after she quit the rat-race to work at a goldmine. Melanie from Perth was working as an 
administration assistant when she made the career switch at the age of 45. She said — 

‘I just felt stuck, I craved adventure and wanted to do something way out of my comfort zone,’ … 

When she was offered a mining role in the northern goldfields, she decided to turn her back on her nine-to-five job 
for gruelling 10-hour shifts working in scorching temperatures of up to 49 degrees. Melanie said — 

‘I quit my job to move 900km away to a remote town called Leonora to find gold—something I knew 
nothing about. Everyone thought I was crazy to leave my comfortable life and secure job to move to the 
middle of nowhere,’ … 

On her first day of work, Melanie was told she “wouldn’t last a day out here” because she was working in 
a predominantly male industry — 

‘People were saying “it’s a man’s world” but it just made me more determined to push through and 
succeed,’ … 

[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms A.E. KENT: Just one week after she moved, she found herself with nowhere to live because the mine site was 
forced to shut indefinitely. What did she do? She said — 

‘Instead of going home with my tail between my legs I decided to stay, live off my savings and learn 
everything I could about gold mining,’ … 
‘I slept in a swag as the job on the mine site I originally came up for was also my accommodation … I slept 
outside under a wooden pergola for the first few months and showered under a hose.’ 

She struggled with the heat at first, but she wanted to prove to everyone that she could work just as hard as men. 
Melanie said — 

‘It was a bit overwhelming at first. Summers here are brutal with temperatures reaching 49 degrees and 
the millions of flies added to the equation,’ … 
‘My team works 10 hours a day and it’s physically hard work, but when you see gold at the end of a shift 
it’s so rewarding. 
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‘The first time I went metal detecting and found a nugget, I was hooked. Digging up a piece of gold that 
has been in the ground for millions of years is an incredible feeling.’ 

Melanie said she is now loving her life — 
‘I’m on a six-figure income, my quality of life is so much better and I don’t miss driving in peak hour 
traffic every day,’ … 

It may come as a surprise to the house to learn that women were only let into underground mines 30 years ago.  
Another personal story comes from Alex Atkins, who joined the WA School of Mines in 1986. She had no idea she 
would be part of the first wave of women legally allowed to work in underground mines. In 1986, Western Australian 
mine owners faced fines of up to $500 if women were caught working in underground mines. New South Wales 
and Queensland changed their laws in 1989. Alex tells the story; I refer to my notes — 

“I have a boy’s name and I caught the bus from Kalgoorlie to Laverton to do some work on the Christmas 
break”. 
“I went to the office, the Supervisor looked at me and said you’re a woman, you can’t stay here … you need 
to get back on the bus’. 
“He let me stay and I had to walk into town and find someone to help me. 

Alex said — 
“I found a parish priest and he put me up with a family who let me stay in their garden shed.” 

Luckily, this did not put her off. Ms Atkin’s career later took her to mines in Queensland and she became the first 
female underground mining engineer in Papua New Guinea. She now runs a mining consultancy group and sits on 
the boards of Ausdrill and the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy. 
One thing for sure is that there are different elements to this industry, but it is a dynamic industry that will be with 
us forever. It is welcoming to see that the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety and the minister’s 
office have undertaken considerable consultation with industry stakeholders, including small and large operators, 
across Western Australia. I am sure many of those were in my electorate. 
There are important components in this bill, amongst which is the assurance that very strong environmental controls 
will be in place. The bill also has provision to exclude areas for mining, such as zones that are close to areas of 
heritage or environmental significance. The updates in the bill will also, importantly, create an approvals statement. 
This will be a single source of truth for mining activity conditions, making management and accountability a lot 
easier. Only one approvals statement will be live at any time. I understand that this inclusion in the bill is very 
popular with proponents and the regulator. 
In closing, I want to leave the house with the latest information for 2020–21 provided by the Chamber of Minerals 
and Energy. The total direct economic contributions for the goldfields–Esperance region was an eye-watering 
$1.63 billion, which supported almost 3 500 full-time jobs, $444 million in wages, 895 businesses and 131 community 
organisations. I have no doubt that the next statistics from CME will show considerable growth in those figures. 
This industry shows no sign of diminishing and we are all very excited about that. In fact, the outgoing CEO of the 
Chamber of Minerals and Energy, Paul Everingham, said in March at the launch of the mining forum in Kambalda 
that the goldfields will be more exciting than the Pilbara during the next 10 years. He said that it started there and 
its very much a more diverse commodity base. I look forward to seeing how the Mining Amendment Bill will further 
improve the industry and I want to thank the department, the minister and the McGowan state government, yet 
again, for leading the way. I commend this bill to the house. 
MS J.L. HANNS (Collie–Preston) [11.44 am]: I rise to support the Mining Amendment Bill 2021. I agree with 
a lot of the statements made by the member for Kalgoorlie around the importance and significance of mining to 
the Western Australian economy. I was particularly pleased reading the provisions of this bill with the idea of 
simplifying and streamlining the approvals process, which is supported by the mining industry, notwithstanding 
the very rigorous environmental assessment processes. Another aspect of the bill I would like to refer to today is 
the mining development and closure proposal. The approach undertaken by the review will make sure that there is 
a holistic risk assessment of the whole life of the mine and a clear consideration of closure outcomes, which is an 
important consideration around mining. 
We certainly cannot underestimate the significance of mining to the Western Australian economy—the contribution 
it makes to gross domestic product and the royalties generated. Clearly, I am from Collie and I represent the electorate 
of Collie–Preston and we all know that coal is important to Collie. Reflecting on my life, I was actually surprised 
to find that I have been surrounded by mining my entire life. I want to raise a couple of points around that. I grew 
up in Yarloop and my dad worked at the old Bunnings mill. When Alcoa set up at Wagerup, he was one of the first 
employees to move from the timber industry into the mining industry. Mining can create incredible opportunities, 
particularly in regional communities, and can have a significant impact on families and people living in the area. 
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Through mining, people can access better paying jobs that create opportunities for their families. Mining creates 
roles for young people in the future. I note that at the time my father moved from the timber industry to alumina 
production at Alcoa, he was working alongside the member for Forrestfield, Stephen Price. My mum was a cleaner 
at the local primary school and worked at the local doctor’s surgery, but also moved over to Alcoa. She progressed 
through the Alcoa management and is now working at the Mid West Ports Authority in the finance department. 
Those opportunities were created for my family members and they have certainly been able to take great steps in 
securing their futures, my future and that of my brother. I also note that I think my mum worked alongside the 
member the Cottesloe, Dr David Honey, while he was working at Alcoa. 
When I finished high school, I moved from Yarloop to South Africa on a Rotary exchange. I note that the member 
for Dawesville was also a Rotary exchange student at the Rotary Club of Harvey. I was sent to Brakpan, which 
is a small town in South Africa. It is certainly not small by Australian standards. It is right in the heartlands of 
East Rand, surrounded by goldmine dumps. I spent a year there. Gold was certainly a significant part of the 
South African economy. When I returned I studied teaching—the Minister for Mines and Petroleum has just told 
me he was an AFS exchange student. I am not sure; perhaps we should have an audit of members of Parliament to 
see how many people have undertaken exchange programs. 
Once I finished university and graduated as a teacher, I taught at Mount Lawley Senior High School in my first 
year out. It is a great school. I then progressed to Tom Price Senior High School, which was my first country post. 
Clearly, Tom Price Senior High School supported the children of families working in the iron ore industry. Iron 
ore is an incredibly important resource in Western Australia and to its economy. My teacher house was located in 
area W in Tom Price. I am not sure whether anyone in the chamber is familiar with that area. My front veranda 
overlooked the railway line on which the very, very long trains rolled along, making sure that Gina Rinehart made 
exceptional and incredible amounts of money. But, again, the particular focus here is on what that resource did for 
the people living in that economy—the jobs and opportunities created for people in the area. 
I now turn to Collie and will focus on coal for a moment. I know the minister came down to Collie a couple of months 
ago during community cabinet and met with the Coalminers Welfare Board of Western Australia. The coalmining 
industry in Collie has been around for 125 years. This year, Collie will have been a gazetted town for 125 years. 
The Coalminers Welfare Board was established during the era of underground mining. As the former member for 
Collie–Preston would attest from when he worked underground, the working conditions for underground miners 
meant that they were not even supplied with soap so that they could wash their hands to eat their lunch, which, 
obviously, they did when underground. I am sure Mick Murray can tell members lots of stories, but my favourite 
of the stories that he has told me is that he had to wrap his sandwiches in multiple layers of paper so that he would 
not get sludge all over the food he was trying to eat. 
The Coalminers Welfare Board was established to provide personal protective equipment such as helmets and 
headlamps for underground miners, and also things like soap for them to wash their hands prior to having lunch. The 
Coalminers Welfare Board leaves an incredible legacy. The board also contributed to the build of Collie Memorial 
Swimming Pool, which is a 50-metre, eight-lane pool that was built in memory of the people who perished in the 
underground mining system in Collie. 
Another significant contributor to the mining industry and to the local economy and employment sector of Collie 
is South32, previously Worsley Alumina. The coal and power industries employ 1 150 people and a similar number 
of indirect workers at suppliers such as Liebherr, Monadelphous and Downer Group. I will not go into the details 
of the breakdown between the coal and power industries, but South32, as in ex–Worsley Alumina, also employs 
1 500 people. Mining in Collie is a significant contributor to the local economy. The traditional employment areas 
of the people in those industries are boilermaker, coded mirror welder, mechanical fitter, rigger and trades assistant. 
That is just a sample of the sorts of blue collar jobs that are supported by the mining industry in Collie. 
Moving on, I would like to also mention that my electorate takes in the amazing town of Donnybrook. In looking 
at the history of Donnybrook, not many people realise that it was a significant contributor to the mining industry. 
Donnybrook is known for not only its gold industry, but also Donnybrook stone. I would like to highlight the fact 
that gold was first discovered in Donnybrook in the mid-1890s and was mined in that area until about 1898. In the 
1930s, during the time that people were looking for gold, they also discovered and established the quarries that 
produce Donnybrook stone. 
Donnybrook stone dates back to the early cretaceous period of 144 million years ago. Donnybrook stone features 
the most amazing colours, ranging from white to beige to pink. A lot of prominent public and private buildings in 
Western Australia feature Donnybrook stone. I want to outline a couple of those to members today. Obviously, 
the stone was mined in Donnybrook and distributed around the state. The General Post Office in Forrest Place, 
and the Commonwealth Bank building on the corner of Murray Street–Forrest Place, both feature Donnybrook stone 
on their upper floors. At Parliament House here in Perth, the building frontage, main entrance and column facings 
on Harvest Terrace, which we would all be familiar with, are built from Donnybrook stone. The Supreme Court 
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of Western Australia, the State Library of Western Australia, the Western Australian Museum, and Winthrop Hall 
at the University of Western Australia also feature Donnybrook stone. 
Turning to Fremantle, the railway station is constructed from Donnybrook stone. St John’s Anglican Church in 
Fremantle is also built from Donnybrook stone. I will tell members a story that is a slight aside. I had the pleasure of 
attending the wedding of my brother and now sister-in-law at that particular church, and I was asked to speak at the 
wedding, so I stood in the pulpit in front of the congregation. Members may not be familiar with the fact that I am 
a mad West Coast Eagles supporter, but I will keep that on the down-low this year. If members ever see the name 
“One Yellow Eye, One Blue” in football tipping, that is me—that is my football tipping name. So I am not a one-eyed 
Eagles supporter. I digress. I was standing at the pulpit of St John’s Anglican Church in Fremantle, in front of an eagle, 
and in the Dockers’ heartland. Of course I made a funny joke about the fact that here we are, here is an eagle, and we 
are in Dockers’ territory. At the end of the ceremony, the priest took me aside and said, “You know that the eagle is 
a very important religious symbol in the Anglican Church?” So I proved at that wedding that I might have been agnostic. 
Mr D.A.E. Scaife: Do you know, member for Collie–Preston, that none of this is making the Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum unhappy, because he is neither a Dockers nor an Eagles supporter. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Oh! That is correct! I think it is Collingwood, is it not, minister? Yes. 
Mr D.A.E. Scaife: He goes for my second team, which is playing the Dockers tomorrow. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Actually, if we are going to digress into football territory, I would like to put on the record—
minister, please do not take this personally—that when people ask me whether I am an Eagles or a Dockers supporter, 
because my dad who has now passed was a mad Dockers supporter, and I have taken on the mantle, I say, “I go 
for ABC”, which means anyone but Collingwood. 
Mr D.A.E. Scaife interjected. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Now everyone knows! It’s no secret. 
To turn back to Collie, this McGowan Labor government has made an incredible contribution to the diversification 
of the Collie economy. We know that as the landscape changes with green energy, and the very important need to 
take climate change action, that coal will become less and less important within the energy mix over time. The Collie 
community has accepted that, and the government is working very closely with the community on a just transition 
process. I would like to highlight just one of the amazing opportunities that has come out of the funding that the 
McGowan Labor government has delivered for Collie through the Collie industry attraction and development fund. 
A project called International Graphite has secured a $2 million grant out of this particular fund to produce graphite, 
which is a critical mineral in the production of batteries. We know that batteries will play an increasingly important 
role in energy solutions, not just in Australia but across the world. 
I mention International Graphite today for two reasons. One is the fact that when it went to the Australian Securities 
Exchange to raise $10 million to further the development of its graphite production project, there was an 
overwhelming response and it sold $10 million worth of shares within hours of those shares being listed on the stock 
exchange. That demonstrates the confidence in the battery and downstream processing manufacturing opportunities 
within Western Australia. Again, I thank the McGowan Labor government for its support in creating these amazing 
opportunities right in the heart of my electorate of Collie–Preston. The interesting thing about International Graphite 
is that also out of that $10 million float, it has managed to secure Springdale for its graphite source. Previously, it 
was looking at potentially importing the graphite and processing it in Collie. By securing the Springdale mine, it has 
made sure that we can source the materials and refine the materials in Western Australia to produce those batteries—
an incredible opportunity. Recently, in fact at the end of April this year, International Graphite entered into 
a memorandum of understanding supported by the state government. That MOU is between International Graphite 
and ZEN Energy. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms J.L. HANNS: That brings together the people—Phil Hearse behind International Graphite and ZEN Energy 
director Ross Garnaut. That also brings together two opportunities to assess the feasibility of building a 600 to 
800–megawatt hour battery, which would provide renewable energy to the International Graphite project. 
Another opportunity around the Collie industry and attraction fund is that a lot of the businesses that were interested 
in separate projects in Collie are now being brought together and really finding synergies within their individual 
projects. That means that we potentially have the opportunity to build hubs for critical battery manufacture or 
mineral processing. 
I touched on mine closure plans being a really important aspect of this new legislation. When a mine was established, 
particularly in Collie, there might have been a mining lease created 60 years ago and it was really difficult to 
understand and appreciate 60 years ago what the mine closure plan and the community might look like 60 years 
into the future. There is an ability to have ongoing review of this aspect of mining in that closure plan and it might 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 May 2022] 

 p2232b-2240a 
Ms Alison Kent; Ms Jodie Hanns; Mr David Scaife 

 [7] 

change over time. That means that we do not have to start the whole process again. It is an update and, as I said, 
a continuous review of the closure plans. Out of those things, some outstanding opportunities may be possible.  
I raise Lake Kepwari as one of those examples. Lake Kepwari is an open-cut mine that was filled with water. I again 
refer to Hon Mick Murray, the previous member for Collie–Preston. He told me a story. I hope it is correct because 
I would hate to speak out of turn. When the Labor government was first elected in 2017, he had the Premier alongside 
him at the presentation and somebody asked Mick and the Premier when Lake Kepwari would be opened, because 
there had been about a 20-year process of talking about the fact that there were some difficulties with the management 
of Lake Kepwari because it was an abandoned mine void. Somehow, as only Mick Murray could do, he got the 
Premier to agree that within 12 months, Lake Kepwari would be redeveloped and opened to the public. Correct me 
if that is wrong. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Yes. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Correct. I thank the minister. The Premier agreed, obviously not knowing the background or 
understanding the intricacies, and Mick thought that was an incredible joke—not a joke, actually; he thought it 
was amazing that he got the Premier to agree. But true to the Premier’s and Mick Murray’s words—it did take them 
slightly longer than 12 months—they delivered an incredible outcome from an old mining void that is there for the 
whole general public of Western Australia. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Can I say something about that? 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Please do. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: One of the challenges was that the mining department had not determined that everything was 
done so it could be handed back to the lands agency. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: Yes. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: That matter had been sitting between the two agencies for several years, so one of the things 
that we did—Hon Ben Wyatt was the lands minister and I was the mining minister—was we simply got our agencies 
to work together and resolve the issue. There were a series of genuine problems that needed to be resolved, but 
nobody tried to resolve them because they had not brought the agencies together. Mick Murray’s forcefulness got 
the government to do its job. If it had not been for Mick, those two agencies would never have talked to each other, 
and they would have continued with the challenges that the previous government had allowed by which people 
just did not make decisions. So Mick should be very proud of what he has achieved. 
Ms J.L. HANNS: He should be incredibly proud. 
I know that when he was first elected, that was one of the things that he wanted to try to achieve. I will probably 
be in trouble, but, you know, what can Mick do from here? I think I will let members know about the official opening 
of Lake Kepwari. We can only imagine as members of Parliament what our long-suffering spouses may or may 
not go through. Mick’s very, very dedicated wife, Anna Murray—lovely lady; beautiful lady—obviously would 
have listened to Mick trying to get this project over the line for 20 years. The Premier was in town to help open 
Lake Kepwari. I was a candidate and came along to look at the project and attend the official opening. The Premier, 
Mick and I were all sitting there listening to, I think, Hon Stephen Dawson giving an address to start with. Mick 
shouted an expletive that I cannot repeat in the chamber and ran. At the same time, he turned to the Premier and 
said, “I’ve bloody left Anna at home now.” We had shown the Premier a few murals around Collie, and because 
the Premier was there, Mick had gone straight out to Lake Kepwari and left Anna behind. Despite the fact that 
I suggested that Mick purchase the biggest bunch of flowers that a Collie florist has ever produced, he went home. 
He was definitely in the doghouse for a number of weeks after that, having left Anna out of the official opening! 
Note to all members of Parliament: if you ever, ever have the opportunity to open something significant in your 
electorate, please make sure that you have invited the family member you have chewed the fat with at home! 
Lake Kepwari is one example by which the amendments or the changes in this bill will assist with modifications to 
mine closure plans if there is a relevant land use that can be undertaken. We have other lakes in Collie—Stockton Lake, 
Black Diamond—that are also significant ex–mine voids that have been used for other uses. 
To summarise, I am very pleased to stand today and contribute to the debate on the Mining Amendment Bill 2021. 
I did say that simplifying and streamlining the approvals process is incredibly important. I highlight the idea that there 
is still a significant environmental assessment process that sits alongside that, but in simplifying and streamlining 
the approvals process, we are adding to the opportunities to create local jobs. When we talk about mining jobs, they 
are often in the regions. When there are opportunities for families to live in regional areas, work in regional areas 
and make a better life for themselves and their families in those regional areas, I can only absolutely support that. 
This will make mine closure obligations and changes flexible around what might potentially happen after mining 
activity in that area. Like I said about the example of Lake Kepwari, it can only add to the infrastructure in our 
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communities after mining has finished up. I place on record my support for this bill, and I commend the bill to 
the house. 

MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [12.09 pm]: I am pleased to follow the member for Kalgoorlie and the member 
for Collie–Preston in speaking to the Mining Amendment Bill 2021. My electorate of Cockburn is not well known 
for its mines, it can be said, but I nonetheless want to share some insights about our mining industry, even if I do 
not necessarily have the local mining base of the members for Kalgoorlie and Collie–Preston. I want to make a couple 
of general points about the significant growth that we are experiencing in mining in Western Australia at the moment 
and how that has necessitated the Mining Amendment Bill 2021. The growth means that we need to be more 
efficient in the way we deal with certain mine approvals. I also want to talk about the reasons for that growth in 
Western Australia because they have a lot to do with decarbonisation. 
The growth of our mining industry is a critical part of diversifying the Western Australian economy. I know that 
people think that we should not be doing more of the same in terms of mining, but it is important that we do more 
diverse mining and more diverse activities in mining to diversify our Western Australian economy. We have seen 
significant growth in applications for mining activity approvals in Western Australia because Western Australia is 
one of the best places in the world, if not the best place in the world, to mine. I would certainly say that it outstrips 
Queensland, despite the claims of Queenslanders to the contrary. We have great reserves of magnetite iron ore in 
Western Australia. For those who are not familiar with this area, it is a high-grade iron ore—usually around a 72 to 
73 per cent grade iron ore. We have hematite as well, which is a slightly lower grade iron ore but still a high-grade 
iron ore. We have reserves of nickel, which, of course, were immortalised in the Poseidon nickel bubble of many 
decades ago. We are again seeing a boom in nickel mining in Western Australia. We also have lithium, which is 
being mined at Greenbushes, rare earths and other critical minerals. I believe that the member for Kalgoorlie gave 
the example of Lynas Rare Earths’ Mt Weld mine near Laverton. 

There is a lot going on; we are not just mining iron ore. The reason for that growth has a lot to do with decarbonisation, 
which is clearly where the world and the industry is going. State governments around the country have been leading 
the decarbonisation agenda for a number of years because the federal government has basically vacated the 
space. The federal Liberal government has been more concerned with debating within itself and also with its 
National coalition colleagues than it has been on leading in the decarbonisation space. This means that the federal 
government has been completely vacant in this important space while countries and supranational institutions like 
the European Union are steaming ahead with the decarbonisation agenda. Industry is also steaming ahead, but it 
means that Australia risks being left behind. Fortunately, we are not going to be left behind because state governments 
are picking up the slack left by the federal government. 

There are a few reasons why decarbonisation is driving demand for Western Australian minerals. One is that we 
are likely to see a greater demand for iron ore of a higher grade with lower impurities over the next 10 to 20 years. 
Having a higher grade iron ore with lower impurities means that that iron ore can be refined into steel with 
a significantly lower carbon footprint. It also means that the other negative environmental effects from some of 
the impurities in those ores can be avoided. Part of the demand for that higher grade, lower impurity iron ore 
will be as a result of the demand for green steel.  

This was a finding of a report that was recently handed down by the Economics and Industry Standing Committee 
that I sit on with the members for Joondalup, Riverton and North West Central and is chaired by the member for 
Willagee. One of the findings we made is that there will be a greater demand for green steel as part of this global 
decarbonisation agenda. The move to green steel presents great opportunities for Western Australia. I congratulate 
the government on its commitment of $1 million to the Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia to conduct 
research into and produce a report on the opportunities for Western Australia in the green steel industry. 
I understand that that report will be released imminently, within the next couple of months. I and many members 
of industry look forward to seeing that report because it is critical that as the globe goes through this decarbonisation 
journey, Western Australia takes advantage of the opportunity to get as far up the value chain as it can in green 
steel manufacturing. But I want to temper expectations. I have no idea what the MRIWA report will say, but based 
on the work that the Economics and Industry Standing Committee did, it is unlikely that we will ever see green 
steel manufacturing in Western Australia, and there are some obvious reasons why that is. 

Across the globe in places like China and Eastern Europe there are several hundred million metric tonnes of unused 
steel manufacturing capacity. There are blast furnaces and electric arc furnaces that are not being used to capacity. 
Many of those furnaces were hot idled due to the downturn caused by the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Although 
some of those furnaces are coming back online, we still have much more capacity to produce steel than is currently 
in demand. It is incredibly expensive to produce steel. It requires significant capital outlay to establish a blast or 
an electric arc furnace to manufacture steel. With all this unused global capacity in blast and electric arc furnaces 
that provide an established and cheaper operation for steel manufacturing, it would be incredibly difficult for 
Western Australia to step into that space and be competitive. But that does not mean that we cannot get further up 
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the value chain. For example, we could look at like green iron ore pellet production. Although that is not the final 
product, those pellets are used in the blast or electric arc furnace process. 

Just a few weeks ago, I attended the Global Iron Ore and Steel Forecast Conference that was addressed by the 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum. It was interesting to see the number of industry figures who are already talking 
about what can be done to move further up this value chain. For example, there was an excellent and interesting 
presentation by Grant Coyle of Cashmere Iron about the exploratory work that Cashmere Iron is doing around 
green pellet production out of its magnetite operations in Cashmere Downs. That is an example of industry already 
moving ahead and exploring these sorts of concepts that I am sure will be greatly supported by MRIWA’s research, 
but it will absolutely not be assisted by the federal government that has been vacant in this space. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: My comment there is that we’re in constant discussion with a range of people in this space 
and some of the projects are extraordinary. Colin Barnett would have dinner with somebody and then come in and 
make a statement to the house saying that a project was arriving. We don’t choose that pathway, but it’s amazing 
what industry are looking at in Western Australia, because there’s a strong reason to do further processing here in 
Western Australia. There is a business case for it, not a subsidy. That’s the difference. If a business is going to 
succeed in the long term, it has to be commercially and financially viable. 

Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: It has to stand on its own feet. I completely agree with that, minister. As the minister said, 
we do not pick winners as a government, but there are many great examples of industry out there that have projects 
and are doing exploratory work in this space. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 2255.] 
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